
You have the right to cast a ballot if you 
are a valid registered voter. 

A valid registered voter means a United States 
citizen who is a resident in this state, who is at 
least 18 years of age and not in prison or on 
parole for conviction of a felony, and who is 
registered to vote at his or her current 
residence address.

You have the right to cast a provisional 
ballot if your name is not listed on the 
voting rolls.

You have the right to cast a ballot if you 
are present and in line at the polling 
place prior to the close of the polls.

You have the right to cast a secret ballot free 
from intimidation.

You have the right to receive a new ballot if, 
prior to casting your ballot, you believe you 
made a mistake. 

If at any time before you fi nally cast your 
ballot, you feel you have made a mistake, you 
have the right to exchange the spoiled ballot 
for a new ballot. Vote-by-mail voters may also 
request and receive a new ballot if they return 
their spoiled ballot to an elections offi cial prior 
to the closing of the polls on election day.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

You have the right to receive assistance 
in casting your ballot, if you are unable 
to vote without assistance.

You have the right to return a completed vote-
by-mail ballot to any precinct in the county.

You have the right to election materials 
in another language, if there are suffi cient 
residents in your precinct to warrant 
production.

You have the right to ask questions about 
election procedures and observe the election 
process. 

You have the right to ask questions of the 
precinct board and elections offi cials regarding 
election procedures and to receive an answer 
or be directed to the appropriate offi cial for 
an answer. However, if persistent questioning 
disrupts the execution of their duties, the board 
or election offi cials may discontinue responding 
to questions.

You have the right to report any illegal or 
fraudulent activity to a local elections offi cial or 
to the Secretary of State’s Offi ce.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

If you believe you have been denied any of these rights, or you 

are aware of any election fraud or misconduct, please call the Secretary of State’s 
confi dential toll-free Voter Hotline at 1-800-345-VOTE (8683).

Information on your voter registration affi davit will be used by elections offi cials to send you offi cial information 
on the voting process, such as the location of your polling place and the issues and candidates that will appear 
on the ballot. Commercial use of voter registration information is prohibited by law and is a misdemeanor. Voter 
information may be provided to a candidate for offi ce, a ballot measure committee, or other person for election, 
scholarly, journalistic, political, or governmental purposes, as determined by the Secretary of State. Driver’s license 
and social security numbers, or your signature as shown on your voter registration card, cannot be released for 
these purposes. If you have any questions about the use of voter information or wish to report suspected misuse of 
such information, please call the Secretary of State’s Voter Hotline at 1-800-345-VOTE (8683).

Certain voters facing life-threatening situations may qualify for confi dential voter status. For more information, 
please contact the Secretary of State’s Safe at Home program toll-free at 1-877-322-5227 or visit the Secretary of 
State’s website at www.sos.ca.gov.
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